
Franklinton/Town Street Safe Routes to 
Schools Improvements 
 
The city of Columbus’ Franklinton Community Mobility Plan produced steps to 
address pedestrian safety, bicycle accessibility and livable street issues in west 
Columbus. A Safe Routes to School Travel Plan was completed at the same 
time for Franklinton schools in order to address pedestrian safety issues for 
students. The finished plans will improve walkability and neighborhood 
environment by planning for adequate pedestrian and bicycle facilities and 
reducing traffic conflicts. 
  
The City was awarded Safe Routes to Schools federal funding from the Ohio 
Department of Transportation in 2008 and 2009 for roadway safety 
improvements in Franklinton school zones. Funding will be used to build a 
sidewalk in 2013 along Rich Street near Dana Elementary School.  
The City is also planning to make changes to two intersections adjacent to 
Avondale Elementary School (pictured) at Town Street (US 62) & 
Hawkes Avenue and Town Street & Avondale Avenue. 
  
Plans for the Avondale School zone include installing curb extensions in order 
to reduce the crosswalk width from 40 feet to 24 feet on Town Street.  
The side street crosswalks will be reduced even further due to the one-way, 
one-lane streets. The narrower roadway will slow vehicular traffic and reduce 
the amount of time pedestrians and the mobility impaired are in the crosswalk, 
benefiting travelers of all ages and abilities. Brick crosswalks will help draw 
drivers’ attention to the pedestrian zone. Sixteen Americans with Disabilities 
Act-compliant curb ramps are also in the plans. 
  
Current COTA bus stop pads on both sides of Town Street near the school will 
be increased in length to accommodate buses adjacent to the curb extensions. 
Many children cross Town Street to commute to school or go to Gladden 
Community House, a United Way settlement house across from Avondale 
School. 
  
Part of the city of Columbus’ responsibility for providing a transportation 
system that is safe as possible for all users is to replace antiquated traffic 
signals with modern technology. When traffic signals are considered for 
upgrade or replacement, studies are conducted to determine if federal 
requirements for the installation of a signal are still met. Signals which no 
longer meet the requirements are removed and replaced with STOP signs. 
Traffic studies have resulted in the removal of 15 signals citywide since 2000.  
Federal and state funds cannot be spent to upgrade unwarranted signals.  
  
The criteria used to determine if a traffic signal remains include: 
• Vehicular accidents 
• Speeding vehicles 
• Signal timing and spacing 
• Pedestrian usage  
• Signage 
• Speed limits 
• Peak-hour vehicle counts 
• School zones, and more. 
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The City studied the intersection of Town Street & Hawkes Avenue part of  
its Safe Routes to Schools grant. The study found that the traffic signal at the 
intersection no longer meets federal requirements and must be removed.  
A stop sign will be installed on one-way, northbound Hawkes Avenue at  
Town Street in August 2012. 
 
The signal will be placed in flashing mode for an additional six months. If the 
intersection operates satisfactorily at the end of six months, the signal will be 
removed in summer 2013. The intersection improvements described above will 
be constructed after the signal is removed.  
 
Schedule for Town & Avondale curb extension and Town & Hawkes 
signal removal and curb extension:  
• Columbus City Schools briefing with Transportation Director and  
  Avondale Elementary School principal: July 6, 2012 
• Franklinton Area Commission approval: July 10, 2012 
• Transportation & Pedestrian Commission briefing: August 14, 2012 
• Implement six-month, flashing signals period: August 14, 2012 – February 
2013  
• Construction: June 2013 – August 2013 
 
Status:  
Preliminary planning and engineering completed.  
 
Cost:  
Planning only; executed in-house by City of Columbus staff. 
 
Project Manager: 
Division of Mobility Options: Terry Stewart, P.E., tel. (614) 645-5671. 
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